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HISTORY_FAST FORWARD 1960s

By the 1960s Buddhists were being
persecuted in Vietham by the
government controlled by President
Diem. The Mahayana Buddhist
monk, Thich Quang Duc set fire to
himself on a busy street in Saigon to
bring attention to the situation.

While the act put pressure on the
government in Vietnam, the
persecutions continue with
nationwide raids on Buddhist
temples. Several other Buddhist
monks then set fire to themselves
in protest. Marshal Law is imposed.

Photograph of Buddhist Monk, Quang Duk by
Photojournalist Malcolm Brown. Vietnam,
1963

This puts pressure on President

Kennedy to back a coup against the This photo won the World Press Photo Award
President Diem. in 1963
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Vietnam War theatre, c. 1965-70
CHINA
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HISTORY_1960’s_Vietnam War

The human costs of the long conflict
were harsh for all involved.

Vietnam finally release its official
estimate of war dead: as many as 2
million civilians on both sides and some
1.1 million North Vietnamese and Viet

Cong fighters. Vietnam War Protests, 1968-70
Kent State, 1970 (The National Guard shot and
The U.S. military has estimated that killed a college student protesting the war.

between 200,000 and 250,000 South
Vietnamese soldiers died in the war.

Many Americans, mostly college students
held protests against the Vietham War
for many reasons.

The killing of a student at Kent State

University was one of many incidents
that changed attitudes about U.S.
involvement in Vietham and Cambodia.
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HISTORY_CAMBODIA Khmer Rouge

On April 30, 1975 the US pulled out of
Vietnam, as the last helicopters left
Saigon.

In the four years that followed, the ,
Khmer Rouge ruled Cambodia. It was @&
responsible for one of the worst mass
killings of the 20th Century.

The brutal regime, in power from
1975-1979, claimed the lives of up to

two million people.

A film still from the film, The Killing Fields, 1984
Work camp in Cambodia, renamed Kampuchea.

o %,

Declaring 1975 “Year Zero” in the country,
Pol Pot isolated Kampuchea from the global
community. He resettled hundreds of
thousands of the country’s city-dwellers in
rural farming communes and abolished the
country’s currency. He also outlawed the
ownership of private property and the
practice of religion in the new nation.
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Pol Pot, the
Cambodian dictator,
caused the death

of 25% of Gambodia.
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SUMMARY

As we look back over the development
of Buddhism from its origin in India to
the varieties of Buddhism we
experience in East Asia, we can see that
Buddhism has changed so much that it
is difficult to see what makes it
Buddhist
Evolving from the four Noble Truths to
include traditions of devotion to
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When we come back to Buddhism in a couple of
weeks, it’s too look at Contemporary directions
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REVIEW

This week we moved
farther east to see how
Buddhism evolved in
Korea, Japan and Southeast
Asia.

Entering from China,
Buddhism brought many
influences from that area
while expanding and
shifting to incorporate
already existing ideas of
Zen and Son.

We see the Mahayana
tradition expand with Pure
Land ideas in some areas
but the Theravada tradition
holding firm in others.

We continue to see some similarities with
the traditional historic Buddha but many
changes as well.



NEXT CLASS
Next week we return to Hinduism.

Islam came to India as early as the
7t Century. Muslim rulers
dominated the north from about
the 12t century.

The Mughal Rulers were Muslim
but unified the diverse people and
beliefs in India in about the 16t
century.

This is where we see the influence
of the Mughal courts with Persian
styles and Hindu subjects.



