
LINE	
Line	is	one	of	the	simplest	and	most	

versa5le	elements	of	design.	Line	may	be	
defined	as:	

--	a	point	in	mo5on	
--	a	series	of	adjacent	points	

--	a	connec5on	between	points	
--	an	implied	connec5on	between	points	



LINE	Quality	
Each	line	has	its	own	
dis5nc5ve	quality.	The	
quality	is	largely	
determined	by	the	line’s	
orienta5on,	direc5on,	
degree	of	con5nuity,	and	
by	the	material	used.	



Actual	Lines--contour	
Can	describe	complex	
forms	simply	and	
eloquently.		
Contour	drawing	can	dis5ll	
the	complex	anatomy	to	a	
few	simple	lines.	



	Complex	contour	



	Complex	contour	



	Complex	contour	



	Complex	
contour	



Actual	Lines--gesture	
A	Gesture	drawing	
captures	essen5al	ac5on	
rather	than	describing	
anatomical	detail.	We	
focus	on	what	the	object	
or	element	is	doing	as	
opposed	to	what	it	is.	



	Complex	gesture	



Pencil	Exercises	
The	next	few	pages	are	examples	of	how	you	might	experiment	for	yourself	
with	pencil	and	charcoal.	










