
1 

 
Some other artists whose work is 
focused on Social Issues and are 
Socially Engaged. 
 
Review of Artists 
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Rirkrit Tiravanija— 
The New York–and–
Chiang Mai–based Thai 
artist became famous in 
1992 when he made 
Untitled 1992 (Free), a 
sculpture–performance– 
installed a makeshift 
kitchen, complete with 
fridge, hot plates, rice 
steamers, tables, and 
stools. He then cooked 
Thai curry; anyone could 
drop in, serve him- or 
herself, and eat. For 
free. 
 	




3 

We have also already 
discussed the work of 
Krzysztof Wodiczko  
 
has addressed timely 
political, social, and 
psychological issues 
through his work with 
Projection of people’s 
stories on Public Buildings 
 
 
The ones highlighted here 
fit into the Creative 
participatory category. 
 
Bunker Hill 
Homeless Project 
Tijuana Project 
 

The Bunker Hill Monument, in Boston, 
involved projecting images of individuals 
from the community who had experienced 
violence in their community, the one 
surrounding the monument. 
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While some of Mel 
Chin’s work fits into the 
directed participatory 
category, Project Pay 
Dirt fits into the Creative 
one.  You should 
already know about this 
project from earlier 
lectures. 
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In Collaborative Participation– the visitor shares 
responsibility for developing the structure and content of 
the work in collaboration with the artist. 
 
Artists like: 
Tim Rollins and Kids of Survival 
Emily Jacir 
Thomas Hirschhorn 
Flood 
 
All Art Education and Art Therapy programs with critical 
intention. 
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Thomas Hirschhorn--Commissioned by Dia Art 
Foundation, Gramsci Monument was a new artwork 
by Thomas Hirschhorn, taking place on the grounds 
of Forest Houses, a New York City Housing 
Authority development in the Morrisania 
neighborhood of the Bronx, New York. It functioned 
as a temporary community center. 
	

http://www.diaart.org/gramsci-monument/
index.php	
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Artist Collective—HaHa 
 
Flood, was executed from 
1992-95, in a neighborhood 
storefront on the North side 
of Chicago. 
 
Artists began the project but 
then the community made 
decisions about what the 
space would do. 
 
Vegetables such as kale, 
collards, mustard greens, 
swiss chard  and therapeutic 
herbs were grown for  people 
who were HIV-positive. 
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Flood provided bi-weekly meals, 
educational activities, meeting space, 
public events, and information on 
alternative therapies, HIV/AIDS 
services in Chicago, nutrition and 
horticulture, as well as a place to garden. 
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For HaHa, the choice is to work locally with concerns that are directly 
relevant to their lives. 
 
 They combine the need for community and an interest in shared 
experience.  



Tim Rollins worked with a group of young people in an at risk 
neighborhood. He discovered that his students responded to 
art - art taught his way, not the way it is usually taught in 
public schools. Some of Rollins' students became a group of 
regulars who participated in an after-school and weekend 
program called the Art of Knowledge Workshop. 
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Tim Rollins and his 
collaborators, high 
school students from 
the South Bronx, NY, 
typically make works 
based on classic 
literature.  

This one is based on, 
Animal Farm. 
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The students named themselves K.O.S. which stands for "Kids of 
Survival. "What we're doing changes people's conception about 
who can make art, how art is made, who can learn and what's 
possible, because a lot of these kids had been written off by the 
school system.  
This is our revenge.” 
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Pepon Osorio is a Latino artist whose artwork is influenced by his 
experiences as a Social Worker in the Bronx, NY.  
His work is about people in the community and is designed to give 
back.  
His installations and sculptures are created from found materials 
with meanings connected to the community he serves.  
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In Pepón Osorio's Badge of Honor, two fabricated rooms become sites for a 
healing dialogue between an estranged father and son. Focusing on the life 
experiences of the incarcerated Nelson Sr. and his 15-year-old son Nelson 
Jr., the installation draws it's subject matter from a family that—like many 
families today—must weather trauma, distance, and cultural differences 
between parents and children.  
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Carlos Mota--The Museum 
as Hub: We Who Feel 
Differently 
The New Museum 
 
The Museum as Hub: is a project that 
explores the idea of sexual and 
gender ‘difference’ after four decades 
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, 
Intersex, Queer, and Questioning 
politics. 
 
In this exhibition a series of events 
and a symposium, the project is 
designed to encourage discussion 
around a ‘We’ that is queer. It looks 
beyond tolerance or assimilation 
toward a concept of equality that 
provides for greater personal freedom.  
 



Grace Before Dying, Lori Waselchuk 
 
Document of a hospice program in Louisiana’s Angola 
Prison.  
 
 
https://vimeo.com/35402198 
 
 
 
 
 



Laura Jo Reynolds--is an artist and policy advocate 
whose work addresses the harms of the U.S. prison 
system, particularly challenging the demonization, 
warehousing and social exclusion of people in the 
criminal legal system. 
 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BaOWPuevJD8 
 

This project is a grassroots advocacy working 
to close the Tamms Supermax prison in 
Illinois, the only prison all-solitary 
confinement prison. 	




Photo Requests from Solidary Confinement is an offshoot of 
the Tamms  Year Ten grassroots activist group that is dedicated to 
closing the all solitary Tamms Supermax Prison. 	

	

Photo Requests From Solidary reached out to long-term prisoners 
and asked, if they could have a picture of anything, what would it 
be?	

	

Robert: “Myself with a Blue Sky.” Photo by Laurie Jo Reynolds, 2011.	




http://animalnewyork.com/2013/ending-solitary-confinement-
viral-art/	

	

As the project continued they began looking into how the 
collaboration could include new media art. 	

Prisoners would write what they wanted to see and outside 
collaborators would create the work. 	




Celia A. Shapiro – Last Supper series.  
Shapiro has researched the things individuals have asked for their last 
meals. The unusual choices bring attention to the different 
individuals being put to death. 
  



Celia A. Shapiro – Last Supper series. 
When Arkansas executed Rickey Ray Rector back when Bill Clinton 
was governor, the mentally impaired inmate famously set aside half 
of his last meal—a pecan pie—for after the execution.  
 



Celia A. Shapiro – Last Supper series. 
Each picture has its own back story—Ricky Lee Sanderson eschewed 
his last meal in protest but eventually ate a HoneyBun—and overall, 
her photos better illustrate who we execute than any grim statistical 
profile ever could. 



James Reynolds also photographs Last Suppers of condemned men. 
A variety of fruit requested by Louis Jones Jr, executed for 
kidnapping, rape and murder in Indiana in 2003. 
 



James Reynolds-- 



Last Suppers series by James Reynolds. KFC requested by John 
Wayne Gacy, executed in Illinois in 1994 for the rape and murder of 
at least 33 teenage boys between 1972 and 1978. 
http://ridiculouslyinteresting.com/2011/10/23/last-meals-of-death-row-
convicts-by-james-reynolds/ 
 



http://questionbridge.com 
 
Question Bridge: Black males– Chris Johnson and Hank Willis Thomas 



Fotokids, collaboration set up in 
Guatemala by Reuters photographer 
Nancy McGirr, with children who live in 
a garbage dump.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



Fotokids 
Now the program, which began in 
1991, offers workshops for young 
people throughout Guatemala and in 
Honduras who photograph in their 
harsh environments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



Born into Brothels—Zana Briski and 
Ross Kauffman documentary, Calcutta. 
Started a foundation in 2002 Kids with 
Cameras to children living in the red-
light district in Calcutta. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

http://
headfirstdevelopment.org
/kidswithcameras/	
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Emily Jakar— 
What is it like for a Palestinian-American artist to make art 
when each day Palestinians are suffering at home because of 
the Israeli occupation and the current political situation? How 
can art help bridge borders and open peoples’ eyes to the 
realities of the Palestinians? r, 	

  
 

“Memorial to 418 Palestinian Villages which were Destroyed, Depopulated 
and Occupied by Israel in 1948.” Refugee tent and embroidery thread, 2000.	
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Jacir asked dozens of Palestinians unable to return to their homeland 
a simple question: ''If I could do anything for you, anywhere in 
Palestine, what would it be?'' She then acted on their requests and 
documented her actions, including kissing one person's aging mother, 
walking the streets of Nazareth and eating a favorite dish at a 
restaurant.   
 	

  
 


