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DRAWING CONCEPT PORTFOLIO 
 
Spring 2015 
Professor: Barbara Yontz  

byontz@stac.edu 
 
www.barbarayontzatstac.com 

 
Phone:  845-398-4181 

Off ice Hours:   M 12-2, T 3-5 and appointment 
Off ice: MG 20 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This is an advanced drawing course designed to develop ski l ls and 
conf idence in order to help student’s better express what they see, 
feel,  and theor ize.  In th is course students wi l l  use ski l ls developed in 
previous classes to create a personal body of work. Regardless of 
v isual f ie ld, drawing is an integral communicat ive and expressive tool.   
Through discussion, research, cr i t iques and class work, we wi l l  
re inforce the fundamentals of drawing (considerat ion of l ine, space, 
form, shading and perspect ive) and then move on to a more personal 
mode of expression addressing art/drawing as a socia l  exper ience. In 
each case the development of an independent and personal pract ice 
is expected. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1.  Students wi l l  develop a body of work based on personal interests  
2.  Students wi l l  understand contemporary pract ices in drawing. 
3.  Students wi l l  increase awareness of the socia l  ro le of art and drawing 

in part icular 
4.  Students wi l l  expand ski l ls in drawing with var ied media, tools and 

techniques 
5.  Students wi l l  use research, edit ing, revis ion, form, and process, to 

construct   independent and personal pract ices. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Students wi l l  meet with faculty at least 6 t imes dur ing the semester. 
Most work wi l l  be done outside a c lass s ituat ion and brought at 
scheduled t imes to meet ings with faculty and other students for 
cr i t ique. The emphasis of th is c lass is to expand the idea of drawing 
as a contemporary and socia l  pract ice. The disposit ion of the student 
in th is c lass is one of sel f-directed discipl ine in order to bui ld a body 
of work that is personal and contemporary in concept. 
 
EVALUATION 

ART 
407  
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1.  Two concept drawings as assigned. Grade wi l l  include evidence of 
ideat ion in sketchbook, research and f in ished drawing. 20% 

2.  Writ ing assignments, which include art ist papers, museum paper 
and f inal expanded art ist statement. 20% 

3.  Formal proposal as assigned. 20% 
4.  Art ist ic product ion of drawings for f inal portfo l io. This grade 

includes actual product ion, evidence of process including 
sketchbook development, research, etc. 40% 

 
Attendance is essent ia l .  In th is case i t  amounts to meeting at 
assigned t imes and in indiv idual meet ings with instructor. 
 
Incomplete: A grade of incomplete may be granted to students who 
have suffered ser ious personal i l lness or cr i t ical,  emergency 
circumstances dur ing the academic term, result ing in fa i lure to 
complete a l l  assignments by the end of the quarter. Please refer to 
the col lege catalog for addit ional information.  
 
Grading: Project grades are based on the fo l lowing cr i ter ia: 
 
COMPREHENSIVE 
• Did you fol low project instruct ions? 
• Did you turn in ALL parts of a project on t ime? 
• Did you complete the project according to the specif ic parameters: s ize, 
mater ia ls, sty le, etc? 
• Did you produce the minimum required amount of work, or did you do more 
than required? 
• I f  revised, did your revis ions ref lect a response to comments and bui ld 
upon previous work? 
 
COMPOSITION 
• Does your drawing look intent ional? 
• Does your work show thoughtfu l and visual ly engaging use of space? 
• Have you chosen media, color and imagery with care? 
 
CRAFT 
• Does your work look professional? ( is i t  making use of ski l ls learned) 
• Does your artwork demonstrate an abi l i ty to manipulate mater ia ls and 
ski l ls? In th is case, l ine, space (composit ion), shape, value, perspect ive for 
ski l ls and penci l ,  charcoal,  ink, col lage, etc. for mater ia ls. 
• Do you spend the t ime cleaning up the f in ished piece? 
 
CONCEPT 
• Is there an idea behind your work? 
• Does your process show evidence of numerous thumbnai l  sketches, 
drawings, research, and notes? (th is wi l l  be in the sketchbook) 
• Do your works grow and change from week to week in response to 
cr i t iques? 
• Can you clear ly art iculate the goal of your work, and do others see what 
you see? 
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CRITIQUE 
• Can you talk and write sensibly about your work? 
• Were you present for and act ive in cr i t iques? 
• Could you explain var ious design decis ions in your work? 
• Were your cr i t ical comments helpful in gett ing other students to see, 
understand, and improve their work? 
• Do you use appropriate vocabulary when discussing artworks?   
 
Students with Disabi l i t ies 
Students requir ing accommodations for a documented disabi l i ty 
should not i fy the instructor before the end of the f i rst week of c lass.   
 
Academic Integr ity 
Academic Integr ity, a commitment to honesty, fa irness, respect, and 
responsibi l i ty, is the foundat ion of the learning process.  Al l  members 
of the St. Thomas Aquinas Col lege community are held to the highest 
standards of academic honesty.  Whi le we recognize the part ic ipatory 
nature of educat ion, we take academic integr ity very ser iously, and 
the Col lege pol icy on academic dishonesty detai ls consequences that 
can include dismissal from the Col lege.  That pol icy can be found in 
both the Student Handbook and the Col lege Catalog. 
 
As a student in th is c lass, you must demonstrate your commitment to 
academic integr ity by submitt ing work which or ig inates in your own 
imaginat ion, analyt ical facult ies, or your own knowledge, which you 
have done yourself ,  and which represents your very best efforts.  
When appropriate, your work should be supplemented and supported 
by other sources; however, you must a lways insure that these sources 
are properly c ited using the recommended documentat ion system. 
 
Electronic Use Pol icy 
Faculty members at St. Thomas Aquinas Col lege have the discret ion 
to regulate the use of e lectronic devices in their c lasses, and students 
should not use such devices without the expressed consent of the 
professor.  This pol icy covers cel l  phones, PDAs, laptop computers, 
or any other device the use of which might const itute a distract ion to 
the professor or to the other students in the class, as determined by 
the professor.  Students with documented disabi l i t ies should discuss 
the issue of laptop use with their  professor at the beginning of the 
semester.   
When a professor designates a t ime dur ing which laptop computers 
may be used, they are only to be used at the discret ion of the faculty 
member and in accordance with the mission of the col lege.  
Professors can develop specif ic and reasonable penalt ies to deal with 
v io lat ions of these general pol ic ies.  For more extreme cases of 
c lassroom disrupt ion, refer to the Col lege's Disrupt ive Student Pol icy. 
 
This course is posted on the class website.  
www.barbarayontzatstac.com 
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Formal Proposal 
The formal proposal must be presented by the 6 th week of the 
semester. I t  may be adjusted once you begin working but the 
adjustments wi l l  be discussed and the proposal revised. Both student 
and professor wi l l  s ign i t  as a contract. Your grade wi l l  be based on 
the cr i ter ia l isted above as re lated to the work you have descr ibed 
here. 
 
Formal Proposal instructions: 

a.  State clear ly what your intent ion for study is.  
b.  This should include art ists informing your work…. ideas, sty les, 

mater ia ls, etc. Be prepared to have at least 3 art ists with research 
information about each typed and ready to turn in. 

c.  This should also include research information re lated to your project. 
For example: i f  you are doing drawings re lated to the environment or 
nature, your process should include environmental or specif ic 
research re lated to your subject. 

d.  Books on theoret ical issues should be read and researched with 
annotat ions and notes re lated to your project ready to present. I  can 
help you with th is. 

e.  State clear ly the subject of your invest igat ion 
f.  State clear ly the number of drawings you plan to produce including 

mater ia ls to be used. Each student should plan to do at least 5 
f in ished works. This number can be adjusted once we see what you 
are doing. 
 
 
SEMESTER SCHEDULE: 
 
Students enrol led in Drawing I I I  are welcome to attend al l  Drawing I I  
c lasses but are not required to do so. 
Students are required to meet at assigned t imes as l isted below. 
 
January 21 Week One-- In c lass you wi l l  work on an arrangement of 
paper bags. Your composit ion must include at least three of the bags 
arranged consciously. I  wi l l  be looking at how you used l ine, value, 
perspect ive and choices for composit ion. 
 
Week One to Three 
January 21-February 11 
Homework: complete Concept Drawing 1 
Due February 11 
Please note sketchbook expectat ions for preparat ion for f inal drawing. 
 
Work on proposal.  See instruct ions on syl labus. Art ists, ideas, 
research and drawing. 
Art ist Paper 1 due February 11. 
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Week Three-Five 
February 11-Febuary 18  
Homework: Complete Concept Drawing I I  due March 3 
Prel iminary proposal for review February 25 
 
Mid-term formal proposal due:   You should have been consider ing 
your proposal for the semester of work. Next week your formal 
proposal is due. Please see me i f  you have any quest ions.    
 
Week Six-Seven:   
February 25-March 3 
 
Week 7  
Mid-term critique.  Portfo l io presentat ion of two Concept drawings and 
paper bags.  
Sketchbooks reviewed. 
Art ist Paper 2 due March 3 
 
Spring break March 11 
 
Week Eight-Thirteen 

 WORK ON DRAWINGS and paper FOR Final CRITIQUE. 
 
 Week 10 
 Apr i l  1  
 f i rst draft of expanded art ist statement due.  
 See instruct ions on website. 
 Museum paper due Apri l  1. 

 
April 22—pre-final critique. This is a pre-f inal cr i t ique and al l  students 
(Drawing I I  and I I I )  must part ic ipate.  
Have your body of work ready for minor adjustments to be f in ished by 
f inal meet ing. 
Expanded Art ist Statement due. No late papers.  
 
Week fifteen:   
Apri l  29-- F inal Cr it ique. Drawing I I  and I I I  cr i t ique together. Al l  work 
must be turned in at th is t ime. Drawing I I I  students wi l l  insta l l  their  
f inal work in the gal lery i f  part of the graduat ing class. 
 
  


