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Ancestor Worship  	



Three major figures were 
emphasized each with different 
roles to play:�
1.Amitabha, the ruler of paradise�
2.Avalokiteshvara (or Guanyin in 
Chinese) thought to save those in 
distress, also functioned as the 
intermediary, escorting souls of 
the believer into Amitabha’s Pure 
Land.�
3.Maitreya—the Buddha of the 
future, in heaven awaiting his 
eventual appearance in the world.�

	



One major theme, shared among most Chinese schools of Buddhism was that of 
the Western Paradise of Amitabha…   Paradise Amitabha, painting	



Most of the art and ritual 
was inspired by the three 
schools of Buddhism 
(Theravada, Mahayana 
and Vajrayana). 	
	
The popular subjects 
such as preaching 
Amitabha or Amitabha 
presiding over the 
Western paradise were 
common to many sects.	
 	



The traditional groups of images 
such as Shakyamuni or Amitabha 
surrounded by bodhisattvas and 
monks continued to appear, 
especially in Pure Land temples 
though their role was diminishing 
in favor of subjects related to 
contemporary values.�
�
The materials changed giving a 
greater degree of realism…�
A number of once lesser subjects 
such as luohans (arhats) and 
patriarchs now rose in importance. �
�
�
Lohan, Ming, China	



The arhats came to benefit others as a 
model of individual striving…�
�
�
The Buddhist arhats found a parallel in 
the reclusive, eccentric Daoists, with the 
belief that insight is gained through 
individualistic, unorthodox practices.�
�
�
http://82nd-and-fifth.metmuseum.org/
divinity �
�
	



 The once vigorous creativity of Chinese Buddhist art was gradually eroded by 
Confucian values, and as Daoist practices were revived and imperial patronage 

diminished, the religion slipped into secondary position in the culture.�
�

Even though Buddhism was strong in the early part of the second millenium, it never 
really recovered from the persecutions of the ninth century.�

Ming Painting	



When Buddhism was introduced in 
China, around the beginning of the 
Christian era, it had to accommodate an 
established Confucian system. 	
	
Within Confucianism, practical, secular 
paternalistic values were favored. 	
	
The competing Daoism included 
magical tendencies.	
	
In a process of grafting on or 
convergence, Chinese Buddhists 
emphasized the similarities between 
these doctrines.	
	

Seated Buddha, clay, China�
�

	



Confucianism 
•  thought of as more of a philosophy than a religion, the main theme 

of Confucianism is the conduct of human relationships for the 
attainment of harmony and overall good. 

•  Society was an ordinance of heaven and the five relationships; 
ruler and subject, husband and wife, father and son, elder and 
younger, and friends. 

•  Respect flows upwards, from the young to the old, from the 
subject to ruler.  

•  Virtues like piety, honesty and loyalty formed the basics for 
schooling and emperors sought to establish common moral values 
to create a unified empire. 



Taoism 
Since Buddhism was imported to 
China from India and 
Confucianism is really a 
philosophy, Taoism is thought to 
be the only home grown religion in 
China. 
 
 
Legend has it that at the end of his life, 
the teacher, Laotzu, climbed on a water 
buffalo and headed west towards what is 
now Tibet. On the way he was asked by a 
gatekeeper to leave behind a record of his 
beliefs. He left a 5000 character text 
called the Tao Te Ching (Dao De Jing). 
Or the Book of the Way.   
                                   Laozi, 8-11th century 



	
The Daoist eremitic tendencies were likened to Buddhist 
monasticism. 	
	
By the 12th century we see in the scroll, the theme "Confucianism, 
Taoism and Buddhism are one". Depicts Taoist Lu Xiujing (left), 
official Tao Yuanming (right) and Buddhist monk Huiyuan (center, 
founder of Pure Land) by the Tiger stream.	
	
	



The other major group for 
Buddhist art (also Tang) though 
there is little surviving art, were the 
meditative branches, known as 
Chan and in Japan as Zen. �
�
These schools fit into the Chinese 
contemplative tradition, with 
emphasis on insight, self-discipline 
and intuitive comprehension.�
�
Especially concerned with lineage 
and traditions of ancestor worship, 
they traced their origins to the 
Indian monk Bodhidharma.�

	



Zen is a school of Mahayana 
Buddhism[note 1] that originated in 
China during the Tang dynasty as 
Chan Buddhism. �
�
It was strongly influenced by 
Taoism and developed as a 
distinguished school of Chinese 
Buddhism. �
�
From China, Chan Buddhism 
spread south to Vietnam, northeast 
to Korea and east to Japan, where it 
became known as Japanese Zen �
�
�
 	

Portrait of a Zen Master	



The essential 
element of Zen 
Buddhism is found 
in its name, for Zen 
means “meditation.”�
�
 Zen teaches that 
enlightenment is 
achieved through 
the profound 
realization that one 
is already an 
enlightened being. �
�
�
 	



Zen (Chan) was enthusiastically received in 
Japan, especially by the samurai class that 
wielded political power at this time, and it 
became the most prominent form of Buddhism 
between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries.�
�
�
Zen Buddhism’s emphasis on simplicity and the 
importance of the natural world generated a 
distinctive aesthetic, which is expressed by the 
terms wabi and sabi. �
�
These two amorphous concepts are used to 
express a sense of rusticity, melancholy, 
loneliness, naturalness, and age, so that a 
misshapen, worn peasant’s jar is considered more 
beautiful than a pristine, carefully crafted dish.  	



While the latter pleases the senses, the former stimulates the mind and 
emotions to contemplate the essence of reality.�
�
 This artistic sensibility has had an enormous impact on Japanese culture up 
to modern times.�
 	

Classical Zen gardens 
were created at temples 
of Zen Buddhism in 
Kyoto during the 14th 
Century. 	
	
They were intended to 
imitate the intimate 
essence of nature, not 
its actual appearance, 
and to serve as an aid 
to meditation about the 
true meaning of life	
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