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The Borobudur�
�
The Borobudur is located on top of a low, natural hill…erected around 800 
it is unlike any other temple.�
 The entire structure has been dismantled and rebuilt many times but it is 
the largest and most complex Buddhist monument ever…Borobudur	



Borobudur, Java, Indonesia, ca. 800.     Early records suggest it is both a stupa and a mandala…a 
microcosm of the Buddhist universe but with Mt Meru at the center.	



Buddhist cosmology 
supported a belief in the 
essential harmony of the 
universe and a feeling 
that humankind’s 
creations must conform 
with that greater plan. �
�
In Cambodia, this 
cosmology placed the 
living Khmer king in the 
central position…with 
the temple as the 
physical presence that 
symbolized his imperial 
role.�
�
�
Borobudur	



To many it is a 3-D 
mandala, to others a 
funerary 
monument…others 
think it is intended 
to link the earthly 
ruler with the divine. 
The 3 circular upper 
levels contain 72 
more statues inside a 
hollow stupa, with 
an unfinished image 
of the Buddha in the 
largest. �
�
Borobudur	



It consists of 9 levels, over 400 images of the Buddha and over 8000 
feet of relief carvings.�
Borobudur	



While it was centuries of conflict with 
neighboring kingdoms that eventually drove 
the Khmer Empire into decline, the root 
cause of the fall of this ancient civilization 
can be attributed to a gradual degradation in 
forest, water, and soil resources.�
�
The Empire’s extension of its borders across 
most of Southeast Asia was enhanced by the 
desire to increase agricultural production at 
the cost of the delicate ecology of the region. �
�
	



�
�
As the expansion policy continued 
forward, many of the Angkorean 
temples were in the process of 
construction, and massive irrigation 
projects altered the landscape 
drastically to accommodate sustaining 
agricultural and infrastructure systems 
for more that two million Khmers. �
�
�
The collection, processing, and 
manufacturing of woods, stones, and 
metals to build these structures were 
brought in from local quarries and 
jungles and contributed to the 
ecological breakdown of the Empire.	



�
�
Fast forward to the 1960s �
�
Cambodia�
Vietnam War and after�
�
The Vietnam War was a long, costly 
armed conflict that pitted the 
communist regime of North Vietnam 
and its southern allies, known as the 
Viet Cong, against South Vietnam 
and its principal ally, the United 
States. �
�
The divisive war, increasingly 
unpopular at home, ended with the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces in 1973 
and the unification of Vietnam under 
Communist control two years later.�
 More than 3 million people, 
including 58,000 Americans, were 
killed in the conflict.�
	

US troops in Mekon Delta, 1967	
US soldiers in PhuocTuy, 1966	



�
At the heart of the conflict was the 
desire of North Vietnam, which had 
defeated the French colonial 
administration of Vietnam in 1954, to 
unify the entire country under a single 
communist regime modeled after those 
of the Soviet Union and China. �
�
The South Vietnamese government, on 
the other hand, fought to preserve a 
Vietnam more closely aligned with the 
West. U.S. military advisers, present 
in small numbers throughout the 
1950s, were introduced on a large 
scale beginning in 1961, and active 
combat units were introduced in 1965. 	



�
The human costs of the long 
conflict were harsh for all 
involved. �
Vietnam finally release its 
official estimate of war dead: 
as many as 2 million civilians 
on both sides and some 1.1 
million North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong fighters. �
�
The U.S. military has 
estimated that between 
200,000 and 250,000 South 
Vietnamese soldiers died in 
the war..	

Kent State, 1970	
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�
n 1982 the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial 
was dedicated in 
Washington, D.C., 
inscribed with the 
names of 57,939 
members of U.S. 
armed forces who had 
died or were missing 
as a result of the war. 	



�
On April 30, 1975 the 
US pulled out of 
Vietnam. The last 
helicopters left Saigon.�
�
In the four years that 
the Khmer Rouge 
ruled Cambodia, it 
was responsible for 
one of the worst mass 
killings of the 20th 
Century.�
The brutal regime, in 
power from 
1975-1979, claimed 
the lives of up to two 
million people.�
	



�
Under the Marxist leader Pol 
Pot, the Khmer Rouge tried 
to take Cambodia back to the 
Middle Ages, forcing 
millions of people from the 
cities to work on communal 
farms in the countryside.�
�
During his time in the remote 
north-east, Pol Pot had been 
influenced by the 
surrounding hill tribes, who 
were self-sufficient in their 
communal living, had no use 
for money and were 
"untainted" by Buddhism.�
�
	



�
�
The Khmer Rouge government was finally overthrown in 1979 by 
invading Vietnamese troops, after a series of violent border 
confrontations. 	


