
Born in Mecca, in western Arabia, Muhammad (ca. 570–632), last in the line 
of Judeo-Christian prophets, received his first revelation in 610. 	
Muslims believe that the word of God was revealed to him by the archangel 
Gabriel in Arabic, who said, “Recite in the name of thy Lord …” (Sura 96)	
These revelations were later written down in the Qur’an. 	



Islamic decorative pattern and Persian Miniature. 	



The Mughal dynasty, founded by 
Babur,  ruled over the greatest 
Islamic state of the Indian 
subcontinent. 	
	
But it was Akbar who succeeded in 
consolidating the empire and 
establishing a strong administrative 
system. He was deeply interested 
in spiritual and religious issues, 
and in 1582 formulated a new code 
of religious behavior. 	
	
	
The Defeat of Hemu, 1572 The painting 
depicts an important battle in which Akbar 
established his claim to the throne. 	



	
Weekly discussions at 
court included not only 
representatives of 
various Muslim 
religious communities 
but also non-Muslim 
theologians including 
Hindus, Jains, 
Christians, Jews, and 
Zoroastrians. 	
	
Akbar was the first 
great Mughal patron of 
the arts. 	
	
	
The emperor Akbar receiving 
Sultan Adam Gakka	



The artists who worked for Akbar, the first great Mughal patron of the arts of the 
book, included Persians as well as Indian Muslims and Hindus. 	
This collaborative process helped to foster the development of a specifically 
Mughal style.	
Sita and the Monkey King, from the Ramayana	



MET timeline:	
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/?
period=08&region=ssa	
	
Information about the Mughals	
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mugh/
hd_mugh.htm	
	



Meanwhile in Europe, the Renaissance shifted Western interests to observation 
of the natural world.	
	
Leisure time in an Elegant Setting, Pieter de Hooch 1663--- Christ Among the Doctors, early 1400s	



The main Hindu artform during this period was in miniature 
manuscript painting. �

�
Based on earlier Jain Palm leaves, these miniatures incorporated 

Mughal taste and style.�

	



 The early paintings were based on Persian style. �
�

Persian Miniature, 1551, Krishna	



Krishna Battles the Armies of the Demon 
Naraka: Page from a Dispersed Bhagavata 
Purana (Ancient Stories of Lord Vishnu), 
ca. 1520–30 
India, Delhi-Agra area 
Ink and opaque watercolor on paper 
7 x 9 1/8 in. (17.8 x 23.2 cm 

Krishna as Cowherd 1860 
India, Delhi-Agra area 
guache on paper 



�
�

The Hindu paintings were taken from the stories of the gods. And the 
styles changed based on what part of India they were created in. �

This one is from the Delhi-Agra region. This area was in the northern 
most area of India directly under Muslim rule. �

�
Patrons of these paintings were Hindu nobles and wealthy merchants.  �

	



�
�
�
�

The Gopis Beseech Krishna to Return Their Clothing: Page from the Dispersed 
"Isarda" Bhagavata Purana (Ancient Stories of Lord Vishnu), ca. 1560–65�

�
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/1972.260�

�

	



This painting, depicting aerial combat 
between Krishna and Indra, is from a 
Mughal court in Agra or Lahore.�
�
The Hindu painting of the Deli-Agra 
region underwent radical 
transformation in the mid-16th century 
due to the rise of the Mughal court.�
�
Akbar, influenced by Persian 
traditions was also expanding his 
empire.�
�
�
�
�
The violence is emphasized by the cloudy 
sky and agitated draperies worn by the 
gods.�

	



Krishna, with traditional blue skin 
is holding the mountain to protect 
the villagers from the storm of 
Indra.�
�
�
�
Influenced by Persian miniatures, 
linear, rich colors, flat space. Also, 
some indication of western styles 
are beginning to emerge. �
�
�
�
�
�
Krishna lifting Mount Govardhana, 
from a Harivamsha, Agra.�

	


