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What is it that all sentient beings have 
in common? What do we share with 

others across time and place?	

•  No matter 60,000 years back in time, on one part of our planet or 
another, in Western culture or Eastern…	
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DEATH �
�
Bones in a bowl, Laos, 2,000 BCE.	
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Murgab Delta, Gonur, 2500-1200 BCE,�
Turkmenistan (North of Afghanistan) 	 	 	Egyptian Burial	



5	3000 BCE, burial sites, children, Czech Republic	 	Egypt, 3000 BCE	



BIRTH       Venus of Willendorf 25,000 BCE and Venus of Laussel 16,000 BCE	



Seated mother goddess Catal Hoyuk, Turkey, 7500 BC to 5700 BC and  reconstructed in a Polish 
Museum	



Seated Mother Goddess, India,  
1st century   �

relate to early goddess cultures of 
prehistory 	

Iraq, mother with child, 
4500 BCE	



Bust of Female, India, Mauryan period, 
3rd/2nd century�
�
�
�
Yontz at the Art Institute of Chicago 
Museum	



Important to understand the legends of the Hindu 
pantheon to understand the imagery.	

–  Religious developments	
–  Hinduism can be traced back at least until the Indus 

Valley in the middle of the third millennium BCE	
	

Present day Pakistan sees the Harappa and Mohenjo Daro 
Civilizations.	

Out of these early belief systems, Hinduism evolved.	
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South and Southeast Asia	



Majestic Bulls or lions 
standing before an altar, 
suggest connection to 
cult of animals from 
prehistoric times. �
�
�
These seals have come 
to be associated with 
Pashupati—The Horned 
God, Lord of Animals is 
an incarnation of the god 
Shiva (or an earlier god, 
Ruda. �
�
Seal with seated figure in yogic 
posture, from Mohenjo-daro, 
Pakistan, ca. 3000–1900 BCE. 
Steatite coated with alkali and 
baked, approx. 1 3/8” X 1 
3/8”. National Museum, New 
Delhi.	



Square seal depicting a nude male 
deity with three faces, seated in yogic 
position on a throne, wearing bangles 
on both arms and an elaborate 
headdress. Five symbols of the Indus 
script appear on either side of the 
headdress which is made of two 
outward projecting buffalo style 
curved horns, with two upward 
projecting points. A single branch with 
three pipal leaves rises from the 
middle of the headdress. 	
	
Seven bangles are depicted on the left 
arm and six on the right, with the 
hands resting on the knees. The heels 
are pressed together under the groin 
and the feet project beyond the edge 
of the throne. The feet of the throne 
are carved with the hoof of a bovine 
as is seen on the bull and unicorn 
seals. 	

Seal with seated figure in yogic posture, from 
Mohenjo-daro, Pakistan, ca. 2600–1900 BCE. 	



These early seals reflect an importance in the Bull in early Indus Valley 
civilizations. 	
	
from Mohenjo-daro, Pakistan, ca. 2600–1900 BCE.	
 Steatite coated with alkali and baked, approx. 1 3/8” X 1 3/8”. National Museum, New Delhi.	



We see the emphasis on Bulls continuing as Nandi, the bull mount of 
Shiva and Parvati	
	
from Mohenjo-daro, Pakistan, ca. 2600–1900 BCE.	
 Steatite coated with alkali and baked, approx. 1 3/8” X 1 3/8”. National Museum, New Delhi.	
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Sculptures like these 
suggest a goddess cult 
existed in the early Indus 
Valley civilizations. �
�
The yogi seal and female 
figures suggest the later 
linga (phallus) and yoni 
(vulva) images venerated 
as emblems of Shiva and 
Shakti.�
�
�
�
�
�
Proto-Hindu mother goddesses, 
Mohenjo Daro, 2000 BCE and 
3000 BCE	



17	Dancing Girl, Mohenjo, Daro	



Linga of God Shiva with Four Faces, 7th/
8th century	

Shakti as lotus headed fertility goddess 
Below: a Yoni from a temple in Vietnam 	



By the middle of 2000 BCE the Indus Valley 
Civilization declined.	

Horse riding Aryan people swept 
across what is now Northern India 
and Pakistan. 	

They left no art but did bring the 
Sanskrit language, that of the later 
Hindu scriptures.	

And they composed the Vedas (or 
book of Knowledge).	

Their major gods were: Indra, god of 
the skies (rides an elephant), 
Varuna, god of the oceans, and 
Agni, god of fire.—all placated by 
fire and animal sacrifice.	

	
	
	
	



Agni, god of fire in the Vedas…one 
of the eight guardians of the 
directions. Recognized by flaming 
hair and ram. Top one is 8th Century 
Cambodia, Right one is from the 11th 
Century, India. 	



The Vedas then the Upanishads 
(more philosophically based) 
and then the Brahmanas 
(more practical).	

	
The next important scripts are 

the Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. These were 
epic stories, also oral, that 
were only later written down.	

These stories assume the 
existence of divine figures 
who manifest themselves to 
their human worshipers.	

	
	

Rama sends out the monkey army to find 
Sita, from the Ramayana.	

Krishna illuminated 
manuscript painting 
from the Bhagadvata 
Purana (chronicles 
the major 
incarnations of the 
god Vishnu), �
16th century	



Rama—is the 7th avatar of the 
Hindu god Vishnu.  The 
Ramayana tells the stories of his 
incarnation here on earth. 	

Rama is considered to be the most 
important incarnation of Vishnu 
but some actually worship him 
as a Supreme Being. 	

Krishna—is another Hindu deity 
worshiped in a variety of 
perspectives. He is recognized 
as the complete incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu.	

He is depicted with blue or black 
skin.	

	
	



The personalities of Shiva, Vishnu and 
Shakti do not appear until the second 
century CE. 	

This is the true beginning of Hindu Art.	
	
In the 3rd and 4th centuries, Bhakti provided 

the basis for images. Devotees are 
encouraged to enter into relationship with 
the deity.	

The Bhagavad Gita, the Song of the Lord, are 
a set of hymns and stories that, together 
with the Ramayana and Mahabharata 
shape the complex personalities and 
aspects of the different Hindu deities.	

	
Krisna in his cosmic form displaying all of 

creation in his body.	
This is described in the Bhagavad Gita.	
	

It is in these stories 
that the idea of the 
avatara, or divine 
‘descent’, occurs.	
	
	
	
	
When a god assumes 
the form of 
something else.  	



	
Krishna in his cosmic form 

displaying all of creation 
in his body.	

This is described in the 
Bhagavad Gita.	

	
	
	
Notice what he his holding in 

his hands.	
	



•  Regional traditions also factor…the Bhagavata Purana…
10th century…a complete account of the Krishna story.	

	
•  Hinduism was profoundly interrupted by Islam in 

India with the Muslim invasion  (12th century). 	

•  In the 15th and 16th centuries, Hinduism emerged 
again… 	

•  In northern India concentrated on the worship of Krishna 
and Rama and the traditions of the Ramayan epic.	


