
Art  
239    Buddhist and Hindu Art   
 
  
Professor:  Barbara Yontz, MG 20 
 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 11:30-1:30 and 

appointment 
 
 
Books:  Hindu Art and Architecture, George Michell 
   Buddhist Art and Architecture, Robert E. Fisher 
 
Class Website: www.barbarayontzatstac.com 
    
 
“Go forth, O monks, to bless the many, to bring happiness to the many, out of compassion for 

the worlds; go forth for the welfare, the blessing, the happiness of all 
beings...Go forth and spread the teachings that is beautiful in the 
beginning, beautiful in the middle and beautiful in the end.”  
  The Buddha 

                                 
Course     
Description This is a course designed to introduce the images, iconography 

and meaning of art and architecture in the Buddhist and Hindu 
traditions. The goal is to introduce students through a few 
examples to the vast array of East Asian art and to achieve visual 
literacy, which means being able to analyze and articulate how art 
conveys meaning to and solicits reactions from its audience.  

 
Objectives/ Outcomes 

1. student’s will recognize artworks in the Buddhist and Hindu 
traditions as having particular iconographic meanings related 
to the beliefs. 

2. student’s will interpret the social and political context for 
Buddhist and Hindu art. 

3. student’s will accurately interpret the art and architecture 
of Buddhism and Hinduism as forms of expression 

   
Requirements 1. Presentations & short analysis (20% of grade) 

Students will present short topics to the class each week. Students will be 
graded on involvement in daily class discussions including evidence of 
readings. Please note the instructions for daily presentations at the end of 
this syllabus. Several object analysis papers are assigned during the 
semester as well as a attribute drawing. These together count for the 20 
points (20%) 

 



2. Analysis and final papers (80%) 
Three comparative analysis of artworks are worth 20 points each.  
Writing projects designed to encourage creative thinking, and 
comparative analysis. These will be two or more-page typed and 
should answer all questions contained in the Interaction topic for 
full credit. Please note that grades will be assigned based on 
content, effort, editing and clear arguments. 
Final project and paper is worth 20 points (or 20%) of the grade. 
 

Policies and Grading: Students will be required to attend class and take notes, as well as to 
read the assigned chapters in the book. The work is intensive and absence for whatever 
reason may seriously affect a student’s grades.  More than six absences for any reason, will 
result in an automatic “F” for the class, and no credit will be earned until the course is repeated 
satisfactorily. Classes consist of slide-lecture and discussion. If absence is unavoidable, it is 
the students’ responsibility to get the missed lecture notes from a classmate. Doing homework 
for another class, catch-up work or other things unrelated to this class is unacceptable. No 
make up tests will be given without contacting me prior to the exam and only if you have a 
medical reason. Grades will be assigned according to the following:  
 
 
 
A		 	A-		 	B+		 	B		 	B-		 C+		 C		 C-		 		D	

 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic Integrity, a commitment to honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility, is the 
foundation of the learning process.  All members of the St. Thomas Aquinas College 
community are held to the highest standards of academic honesty.  While we recognize the 
participatory nature of education, we take academic integrity very seriously, and the College 
policy on academic dishonesty details consequences that can include dismissal from the 
College.  That policy can be found in both the Student Handbook and the College Catalog. 
 

As a student in this class, you must demonstrate your commitment to academic integrity by 
submitting work which originates in your own imagination, analytical faculties, or your own 
knowledge, which you have done yourself, and which represents your very best efforts.  When 
appropriate, your work should be supplemented and supported by other sources; however, 
you must always insure that these sources are properly cited using the recommended 
documentation system. 

100		 95		 94		 90		 89		 87		 86		 83		 82		 80		 79		 77		 76		 73		 72		 70		 69		 65		



 
ACCOMODATIONS STATEMENT 
Students requiring accommodations for a documented disability should notify the instructor before 
the end of the first week of class. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 
Faculty members at St. Thomas Aquinas College have the discretion to regulate the use of 
electronic devices in their classes, and students should not use such devices without the 
expressed consent of the professor.  This policy covers cell phones, PDAs, laptop computers, 
or any other device the use of which might constitute a distraction to the professor or to the 
other students in the class, as determined by the professor.  Students with documented 
disabilities should discuss the issue of laptop use with their professor at the beginning of the 
semester.   
When a professor designates a time during which laptop computers may be used, they are 
only to be used at the discretion of the faculty member and in accordance with the mission of 
the college.  Professors can develop specific and reasonable penalties to deal with violations 
of these general policies.  For more extreme cases of classroom disruption, refer to the 
College's Disruptive Student Policy. 

 
TITLE IX REPORTING 
Students should be aware that faculty members are required to report certain information to the 
STAC’s Title IX Officer.  If you inform me or I witness sexual misconduct which includes: sexual 
harassment, sexual assault, or any gender – based discrimination, I will keep the information as 
private as I can, but I am required to bring it to the attention of STAC’s Title IX Officer.  
Students should also be aware that disclosing such experiences in course assignments does 
NOT put the college on notice and will NOT begin the process of STAC providing assistance or 
response to those possible offenses.  

 
If you would like to talk to the Title IX Officer directly, you can contact Pat Pacchiana at 
ppacchia@stac.edu or call 845-398-4044. Additionally, you can also report incidents or 
complaints to campus security 845-398-4080.  You can also find more information at 
www.stac.edu/titleIX. 

 
If you would like to report a concern confidentially to a confidential counseling resources you 
may speak to the following people:  

 
Ms. Eileen Mastrovito, RN 
Director Health Services 
845.398.4242 

 
Dr. Lou Muggeo  
Director Counseling & Psychological Services 
845.398.4174   
 
Rabbi Daniel Pernick 
Campus Minister 
845.398.4063 
 
Center for Safety and Change 
http://centerforsafetyandchange.org 
845.634.3344 
9 Johnsons Lane, New City, NY 10956 


